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The Chairman1 of the Natal Indian Congress, Durban, the Chair-
man2 of the British Indian League, Cape Town, the Vice-President3 of
the Natal Indian Congress and the Joint Secretary4 of the Natal Indian
Congress, each representing a different faith or clan of India, accom-
panied by a few indentured Indians and a few who claim pre-war
residence are today at the border either to be arrested and imprisoned,
or to be passed unchallenged.
In my opinion, these facts represent strong, [genjuine and invincible
opposition to the Asiatic Act, and I am right in assuming that you do not
intend to deal unjustly by those who are entitled to reside in the Trans-
vaal. The5 difference between you, as representing the Government,
and the British Indians is very small indeed. I appeal to you once
more, therefore, to revert to the draft Immigrants* Restriction Bill
that was shown to me, and to accept the amendments suggested by me,
leaving the question of educated Indians open, unless you can bring
yourself to so amend the Act as to keep the door open for educated
Indians being professional or University men. I ask you to study carefully
the petition6 to be presented to the House, and to answer to yourself
whether the Bill published does not break the compromise in almost
every particular. I ask you, then, to go back to the interviews we,had
before voluntary registration started, and to what you used to say, I
ask you further to accept my assurance that there is absolutely no wish
on my part or on the part of the leaders of the Indian community
to seek for anything more than fair treatment, of those who are bona-
fde residents of the country.
If the proposal above made by me is not acceptable to you, I venture
to suggest that you see a few Indian leaders and come to an acceptable
arrangement which will carry out the spirit of the compromise and end
a painful situation. If you cannot do either, I am afraid that the
resolve to burn the certificates at the Mass Meeting on Sunday must
be carried out. The sole responsibility for the advice rests on my
shoulders.
/ am,
Tours faithfully,
GENERAL J. C. SMUTS
PRETORIA
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